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Expected age of acquisition of
English Consonants

2 YEARSp

b, t, d, k, g, m, n, ng, f, h, y, w
3 YEARS

v, s, z, sh, ch, j, l
4 YEARS

5 YEARS
th (voiced), zh, r

6 YEARS
th (voiceless)
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AVERAGE AGE OF ACQUISITION OF ENGLISH CONSONANTS ACROSS THE WORLD (90-100% CRITERIA)
THE REVIEW WAS BASED ON 15 STUDIES OF 7,369 CHILDREN SPEAKING ENGLISH IN AUSTRALIA, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND,

MALAYSIA, SOUTH AFRICA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND UNITED STATES (MCLEOD & CROWE, 2018).
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED ALONGSIDE OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT CHILDREN’S SPEECH ACQUISITION; FOR

EXAMPLE, TYPICALLY DEVELOPING 4- TO 5-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN ARE USUALLY INTELLIGIBLE, EVEN TO STRANGERS
(MCLEOD, CROWE, & SHAHAEIAN, 2015).
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